
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check out our new website at dracuttv.org 

For our TV broadcast schedules and video clips. 
 

Or call 978-957-5522 for more information. 
 

C A B L E  C H A N N E L S  8 ,  1 0,  2 2  

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T ER                                  S U M M E R  2 0 0 9 

Delivering a Town Voice  

I have yet to wear my bathing suit this year 
but I did manage to find it among the myriad 
of storage bins in my basement. In the world 
of Public Access TV, springtime turns to 
summer in a frantic rush to tape school 
concerts, Memorial Day events, and runs 
straight into Prom and Graduation season.   

It is a season filled with long days of video-worthy productions 
like pre-prom and Pride Night and long nights editing hours of 
footage. The DHS graduation alone was 8 hours of video. Itõs 
because of our dedicated crew and volunteers that we once 
again achieved success. 

Throughout this season DATV was also busy researching 
equipment, and consulting with the town of Dracut on their 
plan to install robotic cameras at Harmony Hall. This will 
allow just one operator to tape committee meetings with only 
5 minutes set up time, compared with the hour and a half 
currently required. 

So, as summer heats up so does the excitement at DATV! We 
hope to see you here this summer creating your video 
masterpiece in our cool, air conditioned studio! 

Steve Russo,  
Executive Director, DATV 
 

 

Talking About Heath 

Office Hours:  

Monday - Thursday  

12 Noon - 9pm  

Friday  

10am - 6pm  

Saturday  

9am - 1pm  
  

GL2 Camera Kit 

 



Employee Highlight 
 

David Paquette, Senior Production Technician ð Dave is a 
graduate of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Troy NY with a 
Bachelors Of Science in Electronic Media Arts & 
Communication.  
 
 

 
 

 
Volunteer Highlight 
 

Nathan Vezina is a Dracut resident and student at Endicott 
College who started interning for DATV in May of 2009.  He 
assists us in the production and direction of programs such as the 
DHS graduation.  He also goes on location to assist with the 
Selectmen and School Committee Meetings.  He is working on 

his Bachelors of Science in Communications, studying Digital Filmmaking. When asked what 
got him interested in video he said, òI've always been interested in gadgets and all the tech stuff.  
Iõm very intrigued by what goes on behind the scenes of movies and TV shows, so I figured I'd 
study that field to learn about it.ó  Nathan also plans to continue volunteering once his official 
internship has ended.  
 
Bob and Gay Corey are well known around the town of Dracut.  You will see them at almost 
every large town event with a camera in tow.  They have spent many hours volunteering for 
DATV over the years and have produced more shows than we can count.  Some of their most 
recent events are the Polar Plunge, Fishing Derby, Memorial Day, and The Antique Car Show!   
Bob is also a member of the DATV Board of Directors.  You can watch their videos on the DATV 
website, dracuttv.org. 
 
Maryann Gauthier is a Dracut TV volunteer who last year worked as our outreach coordinator. 
She has produced over 17 programs during the 2008-2009 school year including the DHS 
Superbowl Ring Ceremony and several school concerts. She is skilled on the GL2 camcorder and 
edits at home on her PC. Her many shows can be seen on DATVõs Educational Access channel 
22. 

 
Mike Poitras has been having a good time recording events around town and interviewing 
fellow Dracuteers! His projects so far have included Dracut Senior Softball, Harvest on the Hill 
at St. Francis Church, and the Dracut high school Swim and Dive team. Keep an eye out, because 
you never know when you might be on his show! 
 
Joann Camilli  Groom-U is a new series about dog grooming produced by professional dog 
groomer Joann. She became a member of DATV in April and has since learned to edit in Final 
Cut Pro, and she recently completed our camera workshop. Joann edited this series by herself 
spending countless hours working on her show. Watch Groom-U to learn the inside secrets to 
keeping your dog clean, healthy and looking good! Only on DATV! 

 



DATV Show Spotlight 
 
Inside Dracut Politics:  Roger Daigle and Bill 
Pappas are in our studio every other 
Wednesday, like clockwork, to record a new 
episode of their show, focusing on the local 
politics in Dracut.  There is never a dull moment 
with hot topics and heated opinions!  Inside 
Dracut Politics was started by Roger Daigle and 
Bill Morin, back when DATV was still located 

inside the High School.  It has developed and evolved over the last 13 to 14 years to 
become the show it is today!  It was also one of the first regular shows to be recorded at 
DATV.  If you would like to make your own show, our staff is here to teach you how to 
bring your idea to life. We will  train you in all aspects of studio production! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DATV will have a booth at Old Home Day on Saturday 

September 12th!  
Look for us there and say hello!  

The snowôs finally melted and itôs getting HOT here at DATV!  With the nice weather 

comes many more outdoor shoots in the sun and fun activities for which we always need 

volunteers.  

In July, DATV will be hosting two summer camps again this year, and we look 

forward to having your children join us!  Our camps run two hours a day for five 

consecutive days, and can accommodate up to 4 children each, so sign up early for a spot!  

As a non-profit organization, DATV exists to help YOU be creative and have fun! No matter the initial skill 

level, weôll give you all the tools you need, and help you every step of the way, to create award winning 

television shows, hone your skills as a digital video editor, and even dive into photo and image manipulation 

with our state of the art Photoshop CS4 software.  You can even shoot town events such as committee 

meetings, parades, concerts, and more! 

These services are ALL FREE with your membership.  I encourage everyone to renew theirs, and 

spread the word about local access television!   

 

Have a great summer everybody, 

 

David Paquette 

Senior Production Technician 

 

 



   DDDAAATTTVVV   PPPrrreeessseeennntttsssééé   
 

  

RRRooobbboootttsss   aaattt   
HHHaaarrrmmmooonnnyyy   HHHaaallllll!!!    
   

Robotic cameras will be installed at Harmony Hall. Finally, after months of reviewing 
bids and negotiating prices, we have reached the point where we are ready to make it 
happen! Soon you will see four robotic cameras mounted on the walls of Harmony 
Hall, as well as equipment in the back room to control them. Now one person can 
operate all cameras using a joystick, much like a 1980ôs style video game. Instead of 
two or three people needed to haul and set-up equipment for committee meetings, 
one person can simply show up, hit a few buttons and we are LIVE! These cameras 
will add tremendous value to Harmony Hall and allow all kinds of events to be 
videotaped. Donôt miss robots at Harmony Hall in August! 

 

 

 

Graduates "3 for 2" special 
Pride Night, Pre-prom & DHS '09 Graduation for $20! 

When you buy all three together. 
 



DATV Equipment Upgrade 
 
Creating great looking live video used to mean assembling an expensive control room 
and hiring a big team to run it. Now with the Broadcast Pix Slate 1000 we can create 
highly compelling live video easier and less expensive.  
 
Every Slate is an integrated live video production system. Each includes a production 
switcher, clip store, graphics stores, Inscriber character generator, comprehensive 
multi-view monitoring. Options extend control to robotic cameras and audio mixers.  

 
You can learn to use this new and innovative equipment for FREE! Simply become a 
member of DATV and we will show you have to use this equipment to make your own 
TV show or to volunteer on another TV show. 
 

 

 

 

 

DATV Recycles!  
We recycle 95 percent of all our 
trash! On average we throw out only 
two trash bags per month. All the 
rest is recycled! 
 



 

 Check out our new website at dracuttv.org 

For our TV broadcast schedules, video clips and much more. 
 

Or call 978-957-5522 for more information. 
 

 

 

Even though the sun has yet to shine much this 

season, thereôs always one constant in the summer that 

you can always count on, and that is baseball.  As we 

watch the Red Sox play day after day, I am reminded 

of the countless hours Iôve spent in the beloved 

Fenway Park, in the dugout and on the field, mostly in 

the wee hours of the morning, setting up live shots for 

the early morning news.   

 What does 

this have to do with DATV you ask?  Well, let me tell 

you!  For those of you who are looking to get into the 

video and media field, one of the best places to start is 

your local access station.  There you can learn some 

of the basics from trained professionals, and get a 

head start on learning the equipment and skills you 

will need!  This, along with courses in 

communications and video production will have you 

well on your way.  Who knows, someday you just might get close enough to touch the 

Green Monster!  So donôt hesitate, come down and sign up for a membership today! 

 
Heather Morris 

Production Technician 

 

 

DATV would like to honor local returning soldiers on our  

Community Bulletin Board channels 8 & 10. 

If you know of someone returning home from service please contact us 

with the information and a picture if possible. 

datv@dracuttv.org or 978-957-5522 


