
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Check out our website at dracuttv.org to get our 

TV cablecast schedule, view On Demand video clips & more! 
Call us at 978-957-5522 for more information. 

C A B L E  C H A N N E L S  8 ,  1 0,  2 2  

M E M B E R S H I P  N E W S L E T T ER                       S P R I N G / S U M M E R  2 0 1 0 

Delivering a Town Voice  

It has been my distinct pleasure to be 
your new Executive Director here at 
DATV having been on the job for just 
over 6 months.  I take over an operation 
that has a dedicated staff, an active and 
caring board of directors, and a terrific 
group of volunteer members.  This 
coupled with state of the art resources 
makes for an access corporation with 
unlimited potential.  

A Dracut native, I was fortunate to be directly involved in 
pioneering cable access television here in town eventually 
serving as the cable access television manager for around 
a decade before moving on in my career.  I have no doubt 
that we can be one of the premiere access centers in the 
area providing our town with many hours of high quality, 
locally-produced programming that educates, enlightens 
and entertains people of all ages. 

In my short time here weõve grown to over 110 Individual 
& Family memberships representing more than a 35% 
increase.  Weõve added new equipment as well as several 
new shows to our slate including: informational, musical, 
and municipal programming.  The real key at this point is 
to see more of you become actively involved in the fun.  
Hope to see many more of you in the coming months! 

Gary Meuse,  
Executive Director 
 

 

All About Music 

Positively Dracut 



Volunteer Highlight 
 

                                               Chuck Moran joined DATV at the beginning of 2010.  He comes from                                                          
                                                 a well-bodied background and can put a lot of his skills to use here at  
                                                 DATV.  Chuckõs enthusiasm could not be contained as he quickly took  
                                                 advantage of training in several areas and has been a mainstay at  
                                                 Harmony Hall helping to produce live municipal meeting coverage.  In  
                                                 addition he crews many of the in-studio shows making Chuck an  
                                                 amazing all-around volunteer!  Need a director, camera op, editor,  
                                                 switcher?  Then Chuckõs your guy.  Come down and learn  
                                                 about everything that Chuck does  for us and take advantage of our   
                                                 many training opportunities while having a lot of fun at the same time! 
 

 
Volunteer Highlight 
 

Mike  Zounes has been volunteering for DATV for quite some time 
now and weõre so lucky to have him!  Mike is a volunteer with a 
tremendous amount of interest in the field of television production, 
and shows it by just how much time he contributes.  Coming in with 
limited video production experience, Mike has taken advantage of 
training classes and has acquired the skills to become one of our 
primary directors of shows taped here at DATV.  Mike also helps to 
produce many of the municipal meetings held at Harmony Hall. It is 
dedicated volunteer members like Mike who make DATV the great 
Access Center that it is today! 

 
Brian Patterson & Nick Anderson are a couple of the many students from both the Junior and 
Senior High School levels to become DATV members over the past year.  As part of the recent 
surge in youth volunteerism these Dracut High students have really shown through helping to 
crew many different productions both in-studio and in the field which has been most helpful to 
several of our Producers.  Thank you for your dedication guys! 
 
Dan Lampariello has really helped out DATV a lot through his extensive audio knowledge!  It is 
truly amazing how much experience Dan has amassed in the audio field during his impressive 
career at Dracut High and he has been helping us tape some great events that might otherwise 
have gone uncovered!  We congratulate Dan on just graduating from Dracut High and wish him 
well as he heads off to Suffolk University in Boston this fall. 
 
Meaghan Gagnon is currently doing a spring/summer internship at DATV.  She just completed 
her junior year majoring in Communications & Television Production at American International 
College in Springfield, MA.  Meaghan brings experience while learning new skills helping us in 
many areas of the operation.  Meaghan has truly been a pleasure to work with and we are very 
fortunate to have her with us! 
 

 

 



 

 

 
DATV Show Spotlight 

Groom-U:  Prize winning Dracut dog groomer, Joann Camilli, 
pictured left with two of her many trophies, has been producing, 
shooting, and editing her own TV show for over a year now with 
the help of the staff here at DATV!  She has completed 5 episodes 
and has much more footage to create even more.   She started off 
showing some basic grooming techniques, and has moved into 
taping many of the special cases that come into her shop, such as 
an overly matted dog or cat.  Joann shoots her footage at her 
home grooming salon with her 
own camera and brings it into 
DATV along with her dog Mandi, 
(pictured right) to capture and edit 

on one of our Final Cut Pro Systems.  She has learned the basic ins 
and outs of the program and is pretty much self-sufficient and can 
complete an episode of the show on her own with minimal help 
from us!  You too can become proficient with Final Cut or any of 
the other technology we offer.  Just give us a call to set up a class! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Well another year has passed and Spring and Summer are here again!  

As always, DATV is extremely busy with all of the end of school year 

productions.   Iôd like to remind everyone that itôs easy and fun to 

volunteer with DATV! We can always use a hand taping events such as 

Pride Night, NHS Inductions, graduations, and more.  Also, DATV has 

many programs and events available on DVD.  For $10.00 you could 

have memories that last a lifetime! 
We also have some new projects that weôve been kicking around here. 

How about a personal hard drive for each producer that edits regularly?? That means your 

project files wonôt be saved on any one edit computer so youôd be able to work on your project 

from whichever station is available increasing work flow and availability to our members. 

Another big improvement is the ongoing implementation of Facil ï our new data management 

software!  Our entire inventory will get a bar code label so checking equipment in and out will be 

a snap with our barcode reader! Facil will also help manage our membership information, tape 

library and much more! 

Thanks for being the best members a local station could ask for! I hope to see you all 

during the upcoming months for some video fun!  Have a great summer everybodyé 

 
David Paquette 

Senior Production Technician 



   

Graduates "3 for 2" special 
Dracut High 2010 Pride Night, Pre-prom, & Graduation   

for $20 when you buy all 3 togetheré a $10 savings! 
 
 
 

DATV Equipment Upgrades 
 
One of the most exciting purchases that DATV has made in the 
past 6 months has been our new Mackie ONYX 1640i Firewire 
Production Mixer. 
Increasing our dedicated inputs to 16 allows us to have more 
options for microphones, musical instruments, and rack-
mounted devices that give us cool effects on our audio like 
reverberation and echo! This mixer is a beauty that also allows for firewire transfer to a 
computer. Not only can we now run audio editing software programs with our mixer, we can 
export the audio tracks straight to Final Cut Pro allowing for faster editing times and increased 
post-production mixing on studio-shot shows! 

 
A nice surprise for DATV was this pair of KRK Rokit Powered 6 
studio speakers that were donated by Elysium Audio Visual for 
one of DATVõs newest programs òAll About Musicó! The 
improved quality compared to what we were previously using is 
amazing!  
 
 
 
DATV has also 
recently purchased 

the Facil data management software specifically 
designed for PEG access stations and their 
members!   While Facil may be a staff-utilized 
program, it is still very much worth mentioning in 
our newsletter because of the advantages it provides DATV members and Dracut residents. Facil 
now allows for faster equipment check-in/check-outs through the use of barcodes and a scanner, 
will keep track of our inventory for easy-to-see availability and will keep a record of every 
program DATV has or will ever have! 

 
 
 

 



 

 

With the Celtics in the playoffs, I am again fondly 

reminded of my time working with professional Boston 

sports.  Iôve been lucky enough to work with networks 

like ESPN and 7 News, and have gotten to stand center 

court on the TD Garden floor, watch a playoff game 

from the 9
th
 floor 

press box, and 

shoot hoops at 

the Celtics 

practice facility 

in Waltham with my crew during the playoff coverage. 

 

What does this have to do with Dracut or DATV?  

Summer sports time is upon us, and we often get requests 

for games to be shown on our channels all throughout the 

year. With our small staff, we need the help of volunteers 

to tape the games, and the best volunteers are the parents of the children playing!  You can use 

your equipment or ours, tape the game, and we will schedule it to air on our channel(s). 

 

If you are interested in taping any of the local sports teams, please donôt hesitate to call us or 

come in to sign up for a membership!  We can get you started with a camera class if you want to 

use our equipment, or give you some basic shooting tips if you prefer to use your own.  Hope to 

see you soon! 

 

Heather Morris 

Production Technician 
 

DATV will again have a booth at Dracutõs Old H ome Day   
on Saturday September  11 th .  We plan to shoot some of our  
regular shows on location there so come by  and say hello!  

 



DATV OFFERS ALL KINDS OF TRAINING! 
Course Schedule (by appointment) 

 
 

 

Studio Basics 

Includes the necessary training for basic studio 
production including: camera, audio, and 
Broadcast Pix special effects generator/graphics 
operation. 

Harmony Hall  

Includes the necessary training to produce 
live/taped municipal meetings and events from 
Harmony Hall including: 4 robotic cameras, 
switcher, Compix graphics, audio, etc. 

Field Camera package 1 

Includes the necessary training on DATVôs 
standard field camera package including: Canon 
GL2 camera, tripod, battery & AC power, and 
microphones.  

Broadcast Pix 

Focuses on all of the functions of the Broadcast 
Pix special effects generator including: 
transitions, keyers, clips, CG, etc.  
 

 
 
Contact DATV to set up a time to learn   
one or all of these fabulous skills to 
make a totally stellar production! 
 

 

Electronic Field Production 

Includes the necessary training to produce 
live/taped multi-camera events in the field using: 
Sony Anycast Production SEG, Canon GL2 
cameras, microphones, etc.  

Adobe Photoshop 

Learning to create, manipulate, and adjust digital 
images is lots of fun and lets you be more 
creative in editing and desktop publishing.  

GarageBand 

Allows you to create themes or background 
music for your show in no time.  

Final Cut Pro 

Final Cut Pro is a professional non-linear editing 
software application developed by Macromedia 
Inc. The software logs and captures video onto a 
hard drive (internal or external), where it can be 
edited and processed. 

iDVD 

 iDVD allows the user to add QuickTime Movies, 
MP3 music, and digital photos to a DVD that can 
then be played on a commercial DVD player. 

Apple Motion 

Motion is used to create and edit motion 
graphics, titling for video and film production, 
and 2D and 3D compositing for visual effects. 

Livetype 

Learn to use this motion graphics program, 
which comes bundled with Final Cut Pro to 
create exciting and colorful graphics, and then 
synchronize them with music. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Non-linear_editing
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/QuickTime
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MP3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Photograph
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motion_graphics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motion_graphics


DATV Board of Directors: 

Jack Lyons, President-  

As Board President Jack is an official member of all 

DATV committees.  He oversees the full board and 

maintains close contact with the Executive Director.  

Lou Darvirris, Vice President-  

Lou chairs the Facilities and Equipment committee. 

Lou also sits on the Membership and Training 

committee and is DATVôs computer expert. 

Michael McNamara, Treasurer-  

Michael maintains all of DATVôs financial records 

and provides regular reports to the board.  Michael 

chairs both the Nominating and Education & 

Programming committees and sits on the Facilities & 

Equipment and Personnel committees. 

Bob Corey, Clerk-  

Bob chairs the Membership & Training committee 

and sits on the Nominating committee.  He and his 

wife Gay are among DATVôs most active members 

shooting many special events year round!  

John Zimini-  

John chairs DATVôs Personnel Committee. John is 

also a member of the Community, School & 

Municipal Relations Committee.  He co-hosts the 

new program ñPositively Dracutò.  

Glenn Mello- 

Glenn chairs the Community, School and Municipal 

Relations committee. Glenn is also a member of the 

Finance & Fundraising committee.  He hosts the 

program ñDSF Presentsò.  

Pete Wilde- 

Pete is DATVôs newest board member having just 

recently filled a Dracut School Committee-appointed 

post on the board. 

 

 
 

DATV Staff: 

Gary Meuse-  

Executive Director.  Gary joined the staff of DATV 

in November of 2009 and has over 25 years of 

experience in the video/television industry.  He 

returns to familiar territory having previously 

managed local access TV in Dracut for a decade in 

the ó80ôs and 90ôs.  Gary and his wife Kristy have 

three beautiful young daughters who keep them very 

active.  Gary enjoys travel, aviation, and golf and sits 

on the board of directors for the Dracut Scholarship 

Foundation whose annual Telethon he produces.   

David Paquette- 

Senior Production Technician.  Dave has been with 

DATV from the start and is a graduate of Rensselaer 

Polytechnic Institute, Troy NY earning a BA in 

Electronic Media Arts & Communication. He is 

second in command and helps keep DATV going. He 

is a talented artist and photographer and uses his 

creativity to develop new ideas and keep DATV 

fresh.  Dave is also an avid pool player. 

Heather Morris- 

Production Technician.  Heather joined DATV just 

over a year ago.  Previously she was with 7 News in 

Boston where she was a Video Editor and Live News 

Truck Operator/Field Technician.  Heather graduated 

Cum Laude from Fitchburg State College earning a 

BS in Communications Media with a concentration in 

Video Production and Cinematography. 

Chris Pitocchelli- 

Part-time Production Technician.  Chris joined 

DATV in August 2008.  He has contributed greatly to 

the current growth of DATV. Chris recently earned 

his BS in Mechanical Engineering from UMass 

Lowell. 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information: 
Phone -  (978) 957-5522 

Address ï 91 Mill St. Suite 7, Dracut, MA 01826 

Email ï DATV@dracuttv.org 

Fax ï  (978) 957-4243  

mailto:DATV@dracuttv.org



